
 
 

 
   

Olympic security CEO admits “shambles”. 

 

The CEO of the company that is providing security for the London Olympics has agreed the current 

situation is nothing but a "humiliating shambles". Chief executive Nick Buckles of G4S went on to say 

he regrets his company ever accepted the $444 million Olympics contract. G4S was given years to 

prepare for the Olympics. However, it was revealed to the British Government last week that there 

were only 4,200 security personnel of the 10,200 promised "working on the ground". G4S said it would 

find another 3,000 people before the Olympics begin – the company has just over a week. The British 

Army and police officers have had to fill in the very large gaps left by G4S, with the company 

promising to pay the costs. 

 

British politicians are angry that G4S plans to keep its $90 million management fee. They described 

the company's performance as "unacceptable, incompetent and amateurish". Buckles said G4S would 

"deliver a significant amount of staff," thus it would retain the fee. He added there had been 

"exclusive management focus on this contract for two years". MP Keith Vaz said: "I find that 

astonishing." Buckles added that he wouldn't be resigning from his $1.3-million-a-year position. The 

fiasco surrounding G4S security continued yesterday when only 30 out of 200 staff showed up for 

work at a cycling venue outside London. Meanwhile, the British government has said security at the 

Olympics will not be compromised. 

 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Read the headline. Guess if a-h below are true (T) or false (F). 

 

a. The Olympics security company cannot provide security for its CEO. T / F 

b. The CEO has no regrets about his company accepting the contract. T / F 

c. The security company has failed to find over half the staff it promised. T / F 

d. The British government has to pay for the Army to step in. T / F 

e. British politicians suggested the company was a bunch of amateurs. T / F 

f. The company said it should keep the management fee for the Games. T / F 

g. The security CEO said he would not resign. T / F 

h. Most of the security staff showed up for work at a cycling venue. T / F 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
   

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article. 

1. providing a. mess 

2 humiliating b. amazing 

3. shambles c. cover 

4. revealed d. unprofessional 

5. fill in e. supplying 

6. angry f. made it known 

7. amateurish g. keep 

8. retain h. embarrassing 

9. astonishing i. weakened 

10. compromised j. furious 

 

3. PHRASE MATCH: (Sometimes more than one choice is possible.) 

1. providing security a. just over a week 

2 nothing but a b. resigning 

3. 4,200 security personnel c. up for work 

4. the company has d. "humiliating shambles" 

5. fill in the very large e. be compromised 

6. unacceptable, incompetent f. for the London Olympics 

7. exclusive management g. and amateurish 

8. Buckles added that he wouldn't be h. focus on this contract 

9. 30 out of 200 staff showed i. gaps left by G4S 

10. the Olympics will not j. of the 10,200 promised 

 


