
 
 

 

The European Union wins the Nobel Peace Prize 
 

The European Union has won the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize for bringing and maintaining peace on a 

continent that was torn apart by horrific wars in the last century. Thorbjoern Jagland, the Nobel 

Committee chairman, said: "The dreadful suffering in World War II demonstrated the need for a new 

Europe. Over a 70-year period, Germany and France had fought three wars. Today, war between 

Germany and France is unthinkable. This shows how, through well-aimed efforts and by building up 

mutual confidence, historical enemies can become close partners." The BBC's Gavin Hewitt said the EU 

was set up "to make war impossible again on the continent". He added: "That has been the EU's 

outstanding achievement." 

 

Critics are arguing the decision to award the EU the Prize is untimely, given the economic and social 

chaos sweeping many European countries. However, Jose Manuel Barroso, president of the European 

Commission, gladly welcomed the award, saying that "even in tense, difficult times, the European Union 

remains an inspiration for countries and people all over the world." He added: "This is indeed a great 

honour for the 500 million citizens of Europe." The president of the European Council, Herman Van 

Rompuy, said the award recognised the EU as the "biggest peacemaker in history." Other nominees for 

this year's prize included WikiLeaks and its founder Julian Assange. 

 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Read the headline. Guess if  a-h  below are true (T) or false (F). 

a. The EU won the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize for its economic stability. T / F 

b. The Nobel chairman said Europe suffered during a 70-year-long war. T / F 

c. The chairman suggested Germany and France would never fight in a war. T / F 

d. A BBC spokesperson said the EU's biggest achievement was its euro currency. T / F 

e. Some people are saying now is a bad time to give the EU the Nobel Prize. T / F 

f. The EU boss said the Union inspired many other countries around the world. T / F 

g. Another EU leader said Europe was the biggest peacemaker ever in the world. T / F 

h. WikiLeaks was also nominated for the award, but not its founder. T / F 

   

 

 

 



 
 

 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article. 

1. maintaining a. hurt 

2 horrific b. privilege 

3. suffering c. premature 

4. unthinkable d. acknowledged 

5. outstanding e. preserving 

6. untimely f. disorder 

7. chaos g. superb 

8. gladly h. terrible 

9. honour i. happily 

10. recognised j. unimaginable 

3. PHRASE MATCH:   

1. a continent that was torn a. peacemaker in history 

2 The dreadful b. achievement 

3. well- c. many European countries 

4. building up mutual d. an inspiration 

5. outstanding e. confidence 

6. the decision to award the EU the Prize f. for this year's prize 

7. social chaos sweeping g. aimed efforts 

8. the European Union remains h. apart by horrific wars 

9. the "biggest i. is untimely 

10. Other nominees j. suffering in World War II 



 
 

 

 


